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On Aug. 28, the Guatemalan Bishops Conference issued a pastoral letter describing the current
situation facing the country as "oppressive and desperate." The bishops warned that the country is
"on the verge of a social collapse." The strongly worded document, titled "500 Anos Sembrando el
Evangelio," states: "after five centuries filled with grief, tears, and the blood of indigenous martyrs,"
Guatemala now faces a situation marked by "a state of violence, as a result of institutionalized
injustice." Faced with "a high rate of unemployment, lack of housing, the high cost of living,
common crime, public and private corruption and impunity...[successive] governments have reacted
by resorting to repression rather than by attempting to eliminate the causes of injustice." The
pastoral letter calls for a "new gospel which emphasizes the Mayan peoples and their culture,"
affirming that the indigenous were "violently invaded and subjected to harsh slavery due to the
greed of the conquistadors." The bishops also recommended the Catholic church work for "the
unity and cohesion of the Mayan peoples" and that a new evangelization effort, "oriented toward
salvation and liberation of the indigenous from the yoke of oppression," be launched nationwide.
(Source: Agence-France Presse, 08/28/92)
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